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PASTOR'S MESSAGE
A "PRODIGAL" GOD?
As we enter into Lent, our
theme this year is Prodigal
God: Living and Loving in
Lent. This theme is based on
the book, The Prodigal God,
by renowned pastor Timothy
Keller. It’s a great, easy-toread book that focuses on
the well-known “Parable of
the Prodigal Son” (Luke
15:1-3, 11-32). Most of us, at
some basic level, know this
story well: A father had two
sons. The younger son asked
for his share of his father’s
inheritance, received it,

Pastor Scott Nellis

and then immediately went and spent it all on sensual
and frivolous pleasure. The younger son then returned
home penitently and was surprised to find he was
welcomed back by his father, even receiving a banquet
feast upon his return. This ‘open-armed welcome’
alienated and angered the older son, who believed that
his own faithful behavior should be truly deserving of a
banquet feast. The parable closes with the father
appealing to his oldest son to join in the welcome and
forgiveness of the younger.
So that’s the premise of this well-known parable. It’s a
fine parable … but perhaps a bit simplistic and unrealistic
to our modern senses. So that begs a question, then.
What’s the point of the book’s title, The Prodigal God?
What does it mean to call God “prodigal”?
For an answer to that, let’s take a look (as author Timothy
Keller did) at how the word “prodigal” is defined in
modern dictionaries:
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If you’re like me, you always thought the
word “prodigal” meant “lost” … as in, ‘there was
a son who was “lost” and needed to be “found.”’
But if the word “prodigal” doesn’t really mean
“wayward” or “lost,” then let’s apply a better
definition of this word to both the younger son
in the parable … and also to God. The younger
son in the parable was a reckless spendthrift. He
wasted the inheritance he’d been given, and
came home begging for forgiveness (and for a
place to stay). What’s unique is that the father in
the parable, who represents God, was also
reckless with his love, and with his acceptance
of his youngest son.
So in this season of Lent, we’ll be examining
what it means to call God “prodigal,” while
examining all the characters of this parable in
Luke’s gospel. Jesus was revealing a God of
reckless love and mercy … toward those who live
upright and faithful lives, and especially to those
who do not. This look at The Prodigal God will
start on Ash Wednesday, March 2, at 7 p.m.
Midweek Lenten services will continue the
following Wednesdays of Lent (March 9 – April
6) with light, catered lunches at 12 noon in the
Parish Hall, followed by a short worship service
at 12:30 p.m. The book isn’t required to
participate, but we’ll be happy to order a copy if
requested. All of these services will be
livestreamed to our YouTube channel on
Wednesday evenings.

"What’s unique is that the
father in the parable, who
represents God, was also
reckless with his love,
and with his acceptance
of his youngest son."

Pictured Above: The Prodigal God by
Timothy Keller

--Pastor Scott Nellis
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ALL ARE WELCOME TO THE TABLE
Living and Loving in Lent
In this season of Lent, All Saints is focusing on the ways that we live with and love the people
around us with our theme of “Living and Loving in Lent.” There are several ways that the All
Saints community lives and loves our neighbors, through supporting missions such as
Operation Christmas Child, Tools for School, and Lutheran Social Services, providing needed
materials for Student Success Stores and the Refugee Ministry, as well as so many other ways
that our community makes a positive impact on our community. One of those ways is our
monthly community meal - The Welcome Table.
On the last Tuesday of every month, All Saints hosts a free, hot meal open for anyone and
everyone to come and enjoy. It’s an important way that we are able to reach out to, live with,
and love our neighbors. Of course, there’s the fulfillment of basic needs, providing food and
drink to people, but this meal does more than just meet those needs. It also provides a space
for community and company to foster and grow between the people sharing that meal.
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ALL ARE WELCOME TO THE TABLE
Living and Loving in Lent
There are a lot of strong connections between sharing a meal and the fostering of community
that we can observe in both a biblical and scientific sense. There are several times that Jesus is
seen sharing meals with people, or at least providing food for the people he is traveling with
and teaching. A few notable instances may come to mind like the Last Supper or the feeding of
the five thousand, but there are other instances that may seem smaller but are just as
important. There’s the wedding feast at Cana, the times Jesus ate with tax collectors and
sinners, and many more instances like these. Feasting, sharing, and providing food for people
was important because Jesus knew that he needed to provide for the physical needs of these
people before he could fill them spiritually.
There are scientific backings to the benefits of
eating in community and sharing a meal with
people you both know and don’t know.
Research done by the University of Oxford
shows that the more often that people eat with
others, the more likely they are to feel happy
and satisfied with their lives. The results of this
research also showed that eating with a
community increases the social bonding and
feelings of wellbeing, as well as enhancing a
member's feeling of connectedness within that
community. In a comment on this research,
Peter Stewart, Executive Director of Eden
Project said, “Social eating clearly plays a key
role in the development of community life and
the happiness of the individuals within that
community. [...] As this research shows, sharing
food can help strengthen community bonds and it’s also really fun!”

Peter Stewart, Executive Director of Eden Project

Providing a meal every month gives us a chance to invite, grow, and foster a caring community
centered around the love of God. Sharing a meal in community with others gives a chance to
fill people physically and spiritually, it fosters a healthy community that people feel included
in, and it certainly gives us an opportunity to live with and love the people around us who
need it most.
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FINANCE REPORT
The Month of January
January offering came in at 85% of
budget: $80,689 vs. $95,259. Year-todate total income came in at
approximately 85% of budget: $81,170
vs. $95,690. In 2021, total income
received was $92,359. The difference in
income of $11,189 from 2021 to 2022
represents a decrease of 12.1%.
January expenses came in at $78,283
which is 97% of the monthly budgeted
amount of $80,512. In 2021, we had
expenses of $72,109, which is $6,174;
8.6% lower than this year.

Actual
Budget

Thank you to the members and friends
of All Saints for their financial support
of the ministries of our church. We are
grateful for our members of All Saints
and appreciate your faithfullness and
generosity in your continued financial
support of the ministries of our church.
May God Bless.

LOOK OUT FOR THE NEXT QUARTERLY

SaintsAlive!
Coming May 2022

The Summer Issue will include upcoming special events and more!
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