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OUR MISSION
To give glory to God,
share the good news of
Christ, and grow in
expression of faith and
discipleship.

God, in God’s wisdom,
gave us children and youth
to remind us what it means
to be innocent in our
thoughts. They inspire us to
include all, even the most
vulnerable in our midst.
They jog our memory of
what it means to reach
milestones like going to
kindergarten, taking first
communion, getting a
driver’s license, being
Pastor Bonnie Gerber
confirmed, and graduating
from high school, to name a few.
At one time, children were deemed useless until they reached
an age that they could be productive. Even the disciples carried
through on these beliefs as seen in Matthew 19, “Then little
children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his
hands on them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those
who brought them; but Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to
me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of heaven belongs.’ And he laid his hands on them and
went on his way.” Yes, Jesus changed the way the disciples and
the world looked at children, even in calling us all blessed
children of God.
In the pages of this newsletter,
you will find how All Saints’
children and youth are involved in
the mission and ministry of God.
The church thrives because of the
entire community, but for now we
want to honor our youth. As such,
we give thanks to God for all God’s
people, especially our children
and youth.

June 6, 2021
2nd Sunday After Pentecost
Lectionary Texts:
Genesis 3:8-15
2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1
Mark 3:20-35

KEEP UP WITH US
www.saintsonhigh.org

--Pastor Bonnie Gerber
Copyright © 2020 All Saints Lutheran Church

Easter Worship
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DATES TO KNOW
JUNE
Women's Ministry
Summer Book Club
June 8 and 9

Sending Service
June 13

MEn's Ministry Wing
Night
June 14

JULY

AUGUST

High School Mission Trip

VBS

LOMO CAMP

Summer Festival

Kindergarten
Milestone/Blessing
of the Back packs

June 20 - July 3

July 18

Tools for School Begins

Welcome Table

June 19 - 26

June 20

July 12 - 16

July 27

August 15

Welcome Table
August 31

Welcome Table
June 29

In-Person Pastor's
Bible Study
Beginning June 16

FOOD TRUCK DAYS
Sending Service - June 13
"Where There's Smoke
There's Flavor" BBQ
Fred Lockwood's
hotdog cart
Graeter's Ice Cream

Summer Festival - July 18
"Seven Little Sliders"
sandwiches
Fred Lockwood's
hotdog cart
Kona Ice

Back to School - August 15
Nando's Tacos and More
Fred Lockwood's hotdog
cart
Dairy Queen
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FAITH FORMATION
Back in Action
Over the years, All Saints has built up its
youth ministry program to include Sunday
School, PB & JAM, VBS, middle school
service events, confirmation retreats, youth
group, the high school mission trip, seasonal
festivals, and more. But this past year,
programming was severely modified for our
health and safety. Now in June 2021, after
15 months of cancelled events and lastminute program modifications, we can
finally take off our masks (sometimes) and
we can hardly contain our hope that this
pandemic is almost over. We’re also
beginning to understand what the last year
meant to us, did to us, and how we’d like to
grow from it.
When faith formation for our youth met
pandemic protocols, there was very little
shared experience and hardly any

They just want
to be together.
experience within our sacred space. VBS was
put online and there was no singing,
dancing, or playing within the church walls.
Middle school and high school youth groups
met masked outside, and regular
programming was difficult to sustain over
the course of several cancellations. Pastor
Bonnie says, “A part of what it means to be a
community in Christ is that we can be
together. When we can’t do that, it makes us

Confirmation 2021

feel weaker as Christians. You aren’t seeing
that support… And these are youth! They
just have this energy and it’s not something
you tame with masks and social distancing.
They just want to be together.”
A significant part of our faith heritage is
community. We worship and commune
together. During baptisms, confirmation,
even weddings, we witness new and veteran
members make promises before God. We as
a church body also make promises to
support each other and help each other
grow in faith. During the pandemic, that
community was not inactive, but there was
a lot of life and love we couldn’t celebrate
together. What type of faith environment is
that for growing children?
After more in-person events began to
occur last fall, it was easy for faith
formation team members Lisa Brooks and
Rachelle Kramer to see the toll distance was
taking on our youth. Typically, Lisa and
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FAITH FORMATION
Back in Action
Rachelle began youth events with silly casual
fun to help the kids relax and talk. They also
make a point to bring different age groups
together for additional relationship building.
However, because of the pandemic, there
were time limitations for indoor meetings,
time only for the day’s lesson. Rachelle says,
“I think there was something lost by grades
not being able to mingle together like they
did pre-COVID.” Lisa adds, “I think it even
affected individual grade levels. If you
weren’t already part of a friend group, you
just came in, you sat social distanced, and
then left. Especially our sixth-grade class,
that would have been the first year that they
would have gotten to know each other.” Even
with in-person events, there still was a
significant need for connection.
The high school youth felt the pandemic
in a similar way. Lisa says, “It was our high
school youth that made us realize how

High School Youth Group

important our events are…At that
[developmental] stage it’s all about
connection, and who’s coming…the draw is

Top Left: Pumpkin Patch
Top Right: Re-imagined Christmas Program
Lower Left: Confirmation Class
Lower Right: Easter Festival at The Farm at Harvest Hills

the other kids.” When the youth group did
meet but members of the larger group
were missing, it was more difficult for them
to be vulnerable with each other and talk
about God. Then, as they prepared for this
year’s high school mission trip, the high
schoolers were wondering if there really
would be a mission trip this year. Last
month Lisa Brooks says, “I’m still hearing,
‘Are you sure we’re going? Are we really
going?’ I think people are afraid to get
excited because so many things were taken
away. So, it’s still this, ‘Is it really
happening?’” But it is happening!
Now coming out of pandemic
pandemonium, we’ve come across a much
happier transition period. In April, All
Saints celebrated Confirmation and First
Communion indoors. In June, All Saints will
be sending 42 high school youth to
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FAITH FORMATION
Back in Action
Indianapolis. Then in July, All Saints will
host VBS for over 80 youth, half of which
are from outside of All Saints. So, what’s
next? Pastor Bonnie states, “Everything
post pandemic is not about going back. It’s
about who we are, where we are, and
where are we going. What did we learn
from these past two years and how do we
grow from that?” The pandemic did force
the faith formation team to rethink their
programs for pandemic safe settings, and
they came up with some creative
variations. Lisa Brooks says, “We did enjoy
thinking outside the box for events and
using Harvest Hills and tying into the
ministry that they offer for youth. So, it did
make us search for some other things that
were going on. It could be a start to being

more involved locally with other ministry
programs.” This past year the youth
ministry also connected more with the
Worthington community. I don’t think any
of us could forget the community response
from the All Saints Pumpkin Patch! New
partnerships and events like these could
lead to something great and unexpected.
All Saints’ future is exciting, but it will
be new. Even though we are returning to
something like normal, we will need to be
the people we are now. None of us are the
same people we were at the beginning of
2020. It is time to seek out the faith
community we want to become.

Faith Statements from Our Youth
Before they are confirmed, each
confirmand writes a statement expressing
their faith, explaining how they believe in
God. On this page and the next are some
truly wonderful and inspiring thoughts
from our rising ninth-graders. We are so
proud of them!

"Faith to me is the feeling and
knowing that God is always with
me. When I have faith, I know
that God will guide me through."

"Having faith is feeling like you are part of
something bigger than yourself. Having faith is
trusting God's plan for me. His power will forever
humble me and fill me with hope."

"My faith has
100% changed
the way I live."
SUMMER 2021
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FAITH FORMATION
Faith Statements from Our Youth
"If there is one thing
Confirmation has taught me, it's
that you don't have to show God
your love in the big ways, and
even if no one else around you
notices, God will, because he
will never let us be alone and he
will always help us grow. That's
how my love for the world and
him grows each day."

"I am proud to be Lutheran;
I'm glad that I get to
experience everything
with this family of God.
Out of everything I learn,
some of the most
important things come
from church, being taught
to live in God's presence is
one of the precious things
in life."

"Sometimes I struggle with life, but God shows
me signs to show that I was put on this earth for
a reason. So many beautiful things remind me
of the Lord. A few examples being rain, flowers,
fresh morning air, the smell of coffee."

"Faith isn't a restricting set
of rules that cannot be
broken, it is a way to express
love and find beauty."

I believe God gives us signs of
love and friendship almost
every day, no matter what you
are doing, or what you are
going through. He is always
there for you. No matter how
bad you are and what you have
done, he will always love you.

"Being a part of God is not
about money or power. It
is about focusing on
others and helping and
believing...not about the
selfish self."

What faith means to
me is the big and the
small, the full-hearted
trust in something I
can’t see.
SUMMER 2021
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FAITH FORMATION
Cherub Bells
In the Lutheran Church, music plays an
important role in faith formation. It bridges
social barriers and establishes church
culture and community. For our youth, it’s a
fun way to learn about God, participate in
worship, and get to know other church
members.
At All Saints, elementary school-aged
youth can participate in Cherub Bells, a
youth bell choir. For the past 3 years,
Cherub Bells has performed regularly,
playing at the traditional worship services,
the Sunday School Christmas Program, and
the 3 p.m. Christmas service. After the
pandemic began, you could see them in
virtual choir anthems during Sunday
worship services and in the Christmas Eve
service. Cherub Bells focuses on repertoire
relevant to the lectionary that is chordal

Caden Varricchio, 11 years old and rising
sixth-grader, has played in the All Saints
Cherub Bell choir for all 3 years. He says, “I
like that I’m making music for the church...
All the people in the church get to hear it.
It makes me feel good. It’s just fun.” Caden
says one of his favorite parts of Cherub
Bells was when they got to play the
glockenspiel, bells, and chimes at the same
time. It was something different and new.

Cherub Bells rehearses socially distanced in the Narthex

Cherub Bells and the Virtual Choir on Christmas Eve

with a single melody line. Typical
rehearsals take place on Sundays after
worship with a snack, some warmup
exercises and repertoire practice, but not
without some fun and games.

In 2020 Caden continued playing and
meeting with Cherub Bells for outdoor and
virtual rehearsals. Of course, during the
pandemic, the experience wasn’t quite the
same as the previous two years. Caden
notes that it was a little strange not playing
in front of the congregation. He says, “Yeah.
I miss it. You don’t see who you’re playing
for, and I enjoyed that. It’s just weird.” So
Caden and his fellow Cherub Bell members
couldn’t see how their music touched the
congregation. However, hundreds of
households, not just from Ohio, viewed
their anthems online. Their music ministry
continued. (continue to next page)
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FAITH FORMATION
Cherub Bells
Now that Caden is going into sixth grade,
he is old enough to join the All Saints Bell
Choir. Already he’s made a guest appearance
in one of the Bell Choir’s virtual choir
anthems, What a Friend. When asked if he was
interested in joining next year, he said, “Yeah,
definitely… It was definitely harder but it was
fun. I’m up for the challenge.” This new
challenge and new repertoire will continue to
foster faith pathways for Caden. Maybe
sometime soon he and his fellow Cherub Bell
members will see some smiling faces beyond
the bell tables in the sanctuary.

Caden Varricchio and Andy
Grangaard playing What a Friend
during a Bell Choir rehearsal

RECENTLY...

Pastor Scott teaching the 6th and 7th grade
confirmation class

May 16, back for in-person
worship

Child looks at sermon
Pastor Bonnie ready to record a lenten service
bulletin insert on Easter

Graduating high school seniors
receive blankets

Pastor Bonnie teaching the 8th grade confirmation class
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FINANCE REPORT
For the Month of April
April offering came in at
78% of budget: $67,951 vs.
$87,102. Year-to-date total
income came in at
approximately 96% of budget:
$335,891 vs. $350,167. In
2020, total income received
was $349,773. The difference
in income of $13,882 from
2020 to 2021 represents a
decrease of 4%.
Actual

April expenses came in at
$74,762 which is 92% of the
monthly budgeted amount of
$81,302. Year-to-date total
expenses came in at 93% of
budget: $301,909 vs. $326,100.
In 2020, we had expenses of
$279,084, which is 22,825;
8.2% lower than this year.

Budget

Thank you to the members
and friends of All Saints. We so
appreciate your faithfulness
and generosity in supporting
church ministries!
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