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OUR MISSION
To give glory to God,
share the good news
of Christ, and grow in
expression of faith and
discipleship.
February 14, 2020
Transfiguration of Our
Lord

PASTOR'S MESSAGE
If you’re like me, winter
can take an emotional toll
on you. Even as I write this
article, the grass outside
my office window is a cold
barren white, while flurries
of swirling snow dot the
gray sky above. The
sun hasn’t peaked out very
Pastor Scott Nellisr
often over the past month
and I don’t expect it will in the coming month. Most of
you have probably experienced some form of seasonal
affective disorder (appropriately given the acronym SAD),
in which persons exhibit depressive symptoms during
certain times of the year, most commonly in winter. And
what’s more, the pandemic has exacerbated these
feelings of depression and ‘gloom.’ Too many of us feel
isolated and disconnected from family and community.

It is under these bleak circumstances that we enter
Lent, which is ironically fitting, isn’t it? Our Lenten
scriptures focus on an unusual dichotomy of faith: Losing
one’s life to save it; God making foolish the wisdom of the
world; God’s weakness being stronger than human
strength; finding life through death. The idea that God can
use seemingly contradicting opposites can offer us hope
in these long winter days.

Lectionary Texts:
2 Kings 2: 1-12
2 Corinthians 4: 3-6
Mark 9: 2-9

KEEP UP WITH US
www.saintsonhigh.org
O Me of Little Faith,
by Jason Boyett

Another contradicting set of
opposites we’ll look at during
Lent is the theme of doubt and
faith. To this end, during Lent our
congregation will be studying the
book, O Me of Little Faith, by Jason
Boyett. While doubt often gets
cast as a spiritual ‘negative,’
Boyett offers a different
perspective. With both humor and
candor, he explores the ways in
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE
which doubt can help a person’s faith to grow.
In his own words,
“Hiding our doubt pulls us further from God
and denies us the blessing of real community. It
prevents us from taking the next step toward
faith. When we [express our doubt], we can trust
that God is not going to smite us with the
shipwrecks and snakebites and scourging that
Paul endured. Instead, God will respond to us the
same way Jesus responded to Peter: by not going
anywhere, by reaching out his hand and telling
us not to fear, by inviting us to follow him, to
take the next step along the narrow road behind
his Son.” (164)
While this particular winter feels especially
long and dark, we know that — in life and in
faith — our sufferings and doubts can lead us
to life and healing. We also know that we don’t
walk this narrow road alone. We have a Holy
Companion always with us … and we have
each other. We hope you’ll join us in this book
study and for the journey of faith that is Lent.
In hope and faith,

Dates to Know
Drive-Thru Ashes

February 17: 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.;
4:30 - 6:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Worship
February 17: 7:00 p.m.

Welcome TaBle

February 23: 5:30 p.m.

RAffle Basket Fundraiser
Begins March 5

PB & Jam

March 6: 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Easter Festival

March 20: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Welcome table

March 30 - 5:30 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Worship
April 1 - 7:00 p.m. (YouTube)

Good Friday Worship

April 2 - 7:00 p.m. (YouTube)

Easter Sunday Worship

April 4 - 8:30 a.m. (YouTube)

--Pastor Scott Nellis
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LENTEN ROOTS
Practices and Histories
Two thousand some years in the making,
the season of Lent has a long history. Now,
during the pandemic, we're adding another
chapter to the evolution of Christianity with
drive-thru ashes and our on-demand online
worship services! Yet despite our departure
from the traditional, our current practices
are not so far off from their roots in the
early church.
Before Lent was “Lent” it was
Quadragesima, an ecclesiastical Latin word
meaning "fortieth," which refers to the
season of preparation, where church
members focus on the meaning of the cross
and prepare spiritually for the coming of
Easter. The term “lent” comes from the Old
English word lencten meaning “spring.” It is
also defined more specifically as “the fast of
Lent” from the West Germanic langitinaz or
“lengthening of the day” for the increasing
amounts of sunlight we receive during
spring in the Northern Hemisphere.
Churches did not formally adopt the word
“lent” until the middle ages, as worship
services were performed in Latin. Currently,
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and
concludes on Maundy Thursday.
In apostolic times, Lent was observed
with fasting and repentance. However, it
wasn’t until the First Council of Nicaea,
called by emperor Constantine in 325 AD,
that Lenten practices were formalized. For
example, it wasn't until the fourth century

All Saints youth pretend to impose ashes
during Sunday School, pre-pandemic

that the observation of Lent, with
significant periods of fasting and reflection,
was formally extended to three weeks and
then six weeks. It also wasn’t until the end
of the fifth century that Sundays were
excluded from Lent because they were
considered “feasts of the Resurrection.” In
addition, before the fourth century, it was
customary that the Last Supper, the
Crucifixion, and the Resurrection were all
commemorated on a single date the night
before Easter. But in the fourth century, it
was decided that portions of the Passion
would be observed over the course of three
days, the Paschal Triduum: Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil.
In the fourth century it was also customary
for newly converted Christians to be
baptized on Holy Saturday*. Converts
prepared for their baptisms with strict
fasting. Baptized Christians also
participated in Lent, studing the Bible, the
Apostles Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer to
renew their faith. Church members cast off

*Over the centuries, observance of the Easter Vigil shifted to different times of day or was not observed at all for convenience, because of decreasing numbers
of adult baptisms, and differing religious viewpoints.
Sources: ELCA.org, LCMS.org, BBC.co.uk, and Encyclopedia Brittanica
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LENTEN ROOTS
Practices and Histories
as sinners prepared for Lent in a slightly
different way. To restore their faith and
standing in the church, sinners wore
sackcloth and were sprinkled with ashes.
This encouraged them to reflect on their
own mortality and sin, as well as their need
for God's forgiveness. This particular
practice continued until the 9th century,
when it became common practice that
faithful Christians wore ashes on their
foreheads on the first day of Lent.

care for,” “decree,” or “hear confession.” Of
course, today the day before Ash
Wednesday is more commonly identified as
a festival day-Fat Tuesday, Carnival, Mardi
Gras–a celebration before the forty-day
Lenten fast. When it comes to Palm Sunday,
we know there were ceremonies in
Jerusalem during the fourth century.
However, there isn’t much evidence of Palm
Sunday celebrations and parades in western
Europe until the eighth century.

In addition to the Paschal Triduum and
Ash Wednesday, there are a couple other
dates we recognize, Shrove Tuesday and
Palm Sunday. Records from the eleventh
century suggest Shrove Tuesday, the day
before Ash Wednesday, was observed and
reserved for self-reflection. The word
shrove" comes from the verb “shrive” and
the Old English word scrifan meaning “to

Today, we celebrate Lent inside our
homes, not observing the season in the
ways we traditionally have. Let's remember
the millions of Christians who celebrated
before us. Let's take solace in the twentyone centuries of practice that have helped
us maintain our faith and express our
gratitude for Christ's sacrifice.

We asked a few of our youth what they do to observe Lent and celebrate Easter. Here's what they said:

Lilja Reynolds, Sophomore: "My favorite part of
Lent is helping out at my Aunt's church's fish fry
every Friday night. I started clearing tables when I
was 4. It's so much fun, plus I get to spend time
with my Aunt.

Lucas Miller, 3rd Grade: "My favorite part of
Easter is spending time with my family and
finding eggs."

Instead of giving up something [for Lent], we
make an attempt to do a daily act of kindness,
opening a door for someone, helping someone
load their groceries, buy someone a meal, shovel a
driveway, say an extra prayer.
On Easter I go to church and brunch with my
family and search for my Easter basket."

All Saints members running for eggs, Easter Festival 2018
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WHERE'S GOD?
Discussing Doubt and Faith
All Saints Director of Communications,
Abby Counts, interviewed a group of young
adults and asked them about the doubts
they had in Christianity and the existence
of God. These were some of the things they
said:
“Why can we walk outside and
observe/measure/calculate the magnitude
and influence of invisible forces in the natural
world like gravity and magnetism, but be
unable to detect God, the afterlife, souls, etc.
with any of the same precision?”
“It’s hard for me to support some Christian
beliefs when they are against the way I was
created (in vitro).”
“I’m unsettled by the notion that
priests/pastors/etc. can preside over a church
and entirely change the dynamic [of that
church] by giving personal views as if they
were “holy” when in reality they are nothing
but opinions.”
“Jesus did all sorts of miracles to help
inspire faith, but I am expected to have that
same level of devotion because I read a book
about what he did 2000 years ago? A book
that wasn’t even written until 200 years after
his death? That’s not a reasonable
expectation.”
The way we perceive the world and live
in it is constantly changing. We’ve made
strides in increasing equality and human
rights for all. Science has made us capable
of flying into space, replacing human

hearts, and altering DNA, and information is
at the end of our fingertips. In some ways,
we have never been more certain of how we
as humans live and are connected to the
natural world. But then these same things
present questions about our identity and
purpose. More recently, the pandemic has
unexpectedly constricted the ways we are
accustomed to living. We’ve lost our
freedom, our jobs, our loved ones. During
these difficult and isolating circumstances,

"I'm
unsettled...”
one has to ask, “Where is God? How does
this make sense?” Well, it doesn’t make
sense. Much worse, our questions have the
tendency to attach themselves to our brains
and haunt us. But there is something
redeeming about all of these questions.
Pastor Bonnie says, “Frederick Buechner has
a quote that I absolutely love, and it says
that, ‘doubts are the ants in the pants of
faith.’ We often think that doubt is the
opposite of faith. ‘If I have doubt then I can’t
have faith.' The reality is that doubt pushes
us to look at our faith harder and to seek
out answers that strengthen our faith. That’s
what it’s all about.” Our doubts, sorrows,
and questions propel us to investigate,
rediscover ourselves, our world, and our
faith.
This Lent, during the midweek Lenten
worship services, All Saints is delving into
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WHERE'S GOD?
Discussing Doubt and Faith
the questions that make our faith feel
the most vulnerable. Along with the
lovely and traditional Holden Evening
Prayer, Pastor Bonnie and Pastor Scott
will guide us through the book O Me of
Little Faith by Jason Boyett. During the
discussion, the pastors will pose
questions such as, “are you able to trust
God when God feels absent?” And, “when
we doubt God, is it perhaps that we’re
doubting a ‘version’ of God that we’ve
been taught to believe, rather than
doubting who God really is?”

"All Saints' 2021 Midweek Lenten Series

you believe currently. Pastor Scott says,
“People will enjoy this book because it’s
funny. [Boyett] balances deep issues of
doubt and faith with a level of humor that
just makes you want to dive in…There are a
million things about being faithful that are
ambivalent and uncertain. I think people
who moderately believe in God or deeply
believe in God will find that Boyett’s ideas
on faith and doubt will speak to them.” O
Me of Little Faith provides a thoughtful
discussion on faith for anyone wishing to
examine those difficult questions that
weigh on our hearts and minds.
The discussion begins during our
midweek Lenten service (on YouTube) on
February 24 at 6:30 p.m., where we’ll start
talking about concepts introduced in the
first two chapters of the book! Can’t wait to
start? Grab your copy of O Me of Little Faith
for $8 in the church office during church
office hours.

By no means do you have to read O
Me of Little Faith to feel engaged in the
worship service or the discussion.
However, you’d be missing out if you
didn’t! Jason Boyett provides an
entertaining and transparent account of
his own struggles with his faith in God.
He explains the relationship between
faith and doubt with more than enough
captivating metaphors and personal
anecdotes to go around. The book will
help you reflect on your own faith, how
you came to believe in God, and what
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OUR NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS
Let's get to know them a little better!
On January 31, 2021 at All Saints' Annual Congregational Meeting, the congregation elected
three new council members to the Congregation Council: Jeremy Florea, Jennifer Mullaney, and
Beth Patton. We won't be seeing much of them in person over the next few months as worship
services continue online, but they'll be working hard behind the scenes!
What are you looking
forward to when it
comes to being on
Council?
I'm looking forward to
learning more about
our congregation and
community and to the
Jeremy Florea
best of my ability,
President, Stafford
Technology
contributing positively
to the challenges that are in front of us. I'm
excited to see how my personal faith will
grow and the new lessons I can learn
personally and professionally.

What pushes you to learn more about God?

What drew you to All Saints Lutheran Church?
The music. I was looking for a church and
when I heard the All Saints choir I knew this
was the place for me.
What does All Saints
mean to you?
Comfort. I was raised
in the Lutheran
Church and a church
family has always
been an important
part of my life. All

Jennifer Mullaney
CFO, Ohio Capital Corporation
for Housing

My parents set a great example of what
faith in Christ and God was at an early age
and I have continued to explore and work
to grow my relationship with Christ. Christ
is our only way to achieve everlasting life in
Heaven, and that reason alone will always
drive my curiosity.

Saints has been that family for me as I built
my life in Columbus.

Favorite pandemic pastime?

Favorite pandemic pastime?

Movie time with the family. Alison, our
three daughters, and I have watched two
movies a week minimum. I would bet we
have now spent 200+ hours together.

Pizza Friday. Although, after about a year of
it, I think I'm tired of pizza.

What's something you geek out about?
Numbers. My husband always says I get on
an "accounting high."
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OUR NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS
Let's get to know them a little better!
What drew you to All
Saints Lutheran
Church?
We relocated to
Columbus as a young
married couple, and
visited many
churches searching
Beth Patton
CFO, Yenkin Majestic
for that right "fit".
Corporation
We immediately felt
comfortable at All Saints: welcomed by
many, impressed with the programs
offered, and envisioned ourselves
raising a family within this church. Many
years have passed, and we have
never regretted or second guessed our
decision.

What prompted you to run for Congregation
Council?
The "ask." Having spent the last
year wondering how I could serve more at
All Saints, when the call came I felt
it was my answer. It's the chance to give
back to a church community that has
been such an important part of our lives.
What's something you geek out about?
Flowers. It's my rural background. From
planting to full bloom. I am all in. Also
watching the Olympics...surprisingly not
the events, but the side stories. And then
there's self care...a good massage, pedicure,
coffee with a friend, or a shoe sale!
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FINANCE REPORT
The Month of December
December income came in at
108% of budget: $123,961 vs.
$114,362. Year-to-date total income
came in at approximately 96% of
budget: $1,007,065 vs. $1,053,539.
In 2019, total income received was
$1,030,201. The difference in
income of $23,136 from 2019 to
2020 represents a decrease of
2.25%.
December expenses came in at
$185,403 which is 140% of the
monthly budgeted amount of
$132,242. Year-to-date total
expenses came in at 96% of budget:
$1,007,065 vs. $1,053,539. In 2019,
we had expenses of $1,024,276,
which is $17,211; 1.7% higher than
this year. Within the expense line
item, we show $66,782.70 in
Contingencies. This amount
represents the surplus of revenue
over expenses we had at year-end.
With Council’s approval, we
allocated $35,000 to Property
Reserve, $2,500 to Technology
Fund, $2,500 to Continuing
Education Fund and $26,782.70 to
Contingency Reserve.

Actual
Budget

Thank you to the members and
friends of All Saints. We so appreciate
your faithfulness and generosity in
supporting church ministries!
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RECENTLY...

The pandemic couldn't stop us from having our annual
congregational meeting!

All Saints kicked off their Authentic Diversity Campaign with
the 21-Day Racial Reconciliation Challenge--Zoom reflection
meetings included.

Boxes and boxes of
soup lined our halls
on Souper Bowl
Sunday after our
food pantry
donation bins
overflowed.

The Christmas Festival crew was in high spirits despite low
temperatures.

LOOK OUT FOR THE NEXT ISSUE

SaintsAlive!
Coming May 2021
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