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As I pondered what to
write for this Advent
Pause article, I received
the following from All
Saints member, Ruth
Johnson. Her words
reflect my thoughts and
so I share it with you.
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December - A Time to Pause and Reflect

Lauren Grangaard
Director of Music Ministry and
Worship

There are many religious celebrations during the month of
December - those involving the 4 weeks of Advent prior to
Christmas, the 8 days of Hanukkah remembering the
miracle of the oil lamp, the beginning of Kwanzaa later in
the month as well as spiritually significant days for Muslims,
Buddhists, Pagans and Zoroastrians.
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What a wonderful opportunity to Pause and Reflect for all of
us. To think about our life, what we hold dear and how we
can be a better person each day going forward.
Today’s world is fraught with tension, mistrust, intolerance,
even hatred, along with violence against family members
and innocent bystanders, nations against nations for power
and dominance and the list goes on.
Our children are watching us and will emulate the behaviors
we display. If the world is to become one of forgiveness,
kindness, of helping one another, of compromise and
friendship, we need to begin now - in this remarkable month
of December so that the year of 2022 becomes one of
understanding, acceptance, community, respect and love.
Now is the time to Pause, Reflect, Refresh and Re-Energize to
ensure a New World of Peace and Harmony.

Ruth Johnson
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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
- MASKS REQUIRED FOR ALL SERVICES -

Family Worship
3:00 p.m. - Sanctuary
and YouTube
5:00 p.m. - Sanctuary

Lessons and Carols
5:00 p.m. - Parish Hall
and YouTube

Worship with Holy
Communion
7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary
and YouTube
9:00 p.m. - Sanctuary

CHRISTMAS 2021/ WINTER 2022 - 3

REFLECTION ON AN ADVENT HYMN
Comfort, Comfort Now My People

Our rich hymnody so aptly reminds us of
the Advent Pause. This traditional Advent
hymn from the 14-15th century artfully
encapsulates the many ways that God asks
us to pause during this busy season. The
text from the first stanza - “Comfort,
comfort, now my people; tell of peace!” So
says our God. Comfort those who sit in
darkness, mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God’s people now proclaim that God’s
pardon waits for them! Tell them that their
war is over; God will reign in peace
forever. – asks us to pause to help our
neighbor. To comfort them and remind
them of God’s promise this Advent season.
The second stanza calls us to prepare for
the coming of Christ – For the herald’s
voice is crying in the desert far and near,
calling us to true repentance, since the
reign of God is here. Oh, that warning cry
obey! Now prepare for God away. Valleys,
rise to greet the Savior; hills, bow, down in
humble favor. – The text reminds us to
prepare in our hearts and in our actions for
God.

The final stanza – Straight shall be
what long was crooked, and the
rougher places plain. Let your hearts
be true and humble, as befits God’s
holy reign. For the glory of the Lord
now on earth is shed abroad, and all
flesh shall see the token that God’s
word is never broken. – is a reminder
of God’s solemn promise. If we allow
this season to be, for us, a time of
reflection, preparation and adoration
of what is to come, we may find peace
and true satisfaction. All of this
beautiful imagery and poetic lyricism
is set to music that is tuneful so as to
help keep this rich text with us as we
move through our busy lives and help
us find a way to create an Advent
Pause.
- Lauren Grangaard
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BLUE CHRISTMAS

A Quiet, Contemplative Christmas
For 20 years, All Saints has responded to the spirit of Christmas with a Blue
Christmas meal and worship service. This service causes us to take a step
back and recognize that for some this doesn't feel like the most wonderful
time of the year. For those who have lost loved ones or are having a tough
time with family, job, finances, health, etc. the holidays can be painful
rather joyful. This is a time for each of us to remember that Advent and
Christmas are about remembering the Christ child born in a manger yet
also about remembering God’s presence with us through the good and the
bad, each and every day.
- Pastor Bonnie
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THE MERRY MEMORIES WE MADE
A Look Back at the Recent Events at All Saints

A group photo with Santa at
The Chiller North!
Having fun at Christmas Festival!

The over 100 boxes that were filled for
Operation Christmas Child!

Packing and snacking at the Operation Christmas Child
Packing Party!

Some of the incredible gifts for children and young adults in foster care that
our congregation gave this year for NYAP's Christmas Giving Trees.
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THE BEST GIFT IS THE ONE YOU GIVE
"Maybe Christmas doesn't come from a store..."
I wish I could rhyme like Dr. Seuss does,
But I don’t have those genes, he’s not even
a distant cuz.
But I’m going to go ahead and give it a
shot…
As there’s something at All Saints that
must not be forgot.

While this was taking place, so was a long
term ministry…
Five thousand dollars for Christmas with
Dignity.
Last but not least, 30 individuals served
through NYAP,
Had their Christmas wishes hanging on a
tree.

It’s about the good people at 6770 N. High
Street,
Who always show up no matter how big
the feat!
You see, this Christmas there were so
many ways to give,
But not a complaint was muttered, it’s just
how they live!
It started with Operation Christmas Child
where many participated
In filling over 100 shoeboxes as they
congregated!
Then on to the donations of Mashed
Potatoes…Oh no!
We needed 1500 boxes for Wagons Ho Ho
Ho.
Much to everyone’s surprise, they were all
brought in
To ensure that families from all over Ohio
could meet Christmas with a grin!

Gift cards and clothes, basketballs and
toys,
So many items were donated to bring
happiness and joy!
All this in addition to the monthly service
they do,
Through Caring Community,
Sew Sew Saints,
Welcome Table,
Men’s Ministry,
Women’s Ministry,
(so many more!)
and the youth too!
You’ve heard the saying “If you can be
anything, be kind”,
I guarantee there is not a kinder group of
people you’ll find.
I am proud to work at such a congregation,
But to call this a family, comes with even
more jubilation!

A Very Merry Christmas to my All Saints Family
Thank you for all the ways you serve!

- Lisa Brooks
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

Dressing All Saints in Christmas Cheer

The Sanctuary is ready for Christmas Eve services!

A giant tree sprouted up in the
narthex, and it's all decorated
for Christmas!

The angel tree topper for the tree in the
Parish Hall.

The staff's stockings are hung with care inside the office.
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THE NUMBERS
Financial Report
Finance Report for the Month of November
November offering came in at 93% of
budget: $76,731 vs. $82,340. Year-to-date
total income came in at approximately 98%
of budget: $875,693 vs. $889,281. In 2020,
total income received was $880,155. The
difference in income of $4,462 from 2020 to
2021 represents a decrease of .51%.
November expenses came in at $75,513
which is 92% of the monthly budgeted
amount of $80,378. Year-to-date total
expenses came in at 94% of budget:
$866,351 vs. $915,087. In 2020, we had
expenses of $821,662, which is $44,689;
5.4% lower than this year.

Actual
Budget

Thank you to the members and friends of All
Saints for their financial support of the
ministries of our church. We are grateful for
our members of All Saints and appreciate your
faithfulness and generosity in your continued
financial support of the ministries of our
church. May God Bless.

LOOK OUT FOR THE NEXT QUARTERLY
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CHRISTMAS 2021/ WINTER 2022 - 9

