December 24, 2021
Christmas Eve
3 p.m.

Connect with us:
YouTube: Saints on High www.saintsonhigh.org
Facebook: All Saints Lutheran Church – Worthington
6770 North High Street, Worthington, OH 43085 ∙ (614) 885-0112

Gathering
Prelude

Christmas Selections

Traditional

*Welcome
*Hymn

283

Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful
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283

*Call to Worship
The people who lived in darkness have seen a great light!
Praise be to God who has heard our cries.
Our souls sing out God’s praise!
God has brought us a light of hope and peace.
Today, the light of God’s love is given to us!
We shall see that light and let it shine through our lives.
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath
RESPONSIVE LITANY
Advent is a time to proclaim.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
We proclaim a hope that is stronger than any trial.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
We proclaim a victory that is stronger than any defeat.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
We proclaim a peace that is stronger than any conflict.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
We proclaim a freedom that is stronger than any bondage.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
CANDLE LIGHTING
Tonight we light all of the candles. The first candle reminds us that Advent is a time to wait
upon the Lord with faithful endurance. The second candle reminds us that Advent is a time
to watch for God’s presence with hopeful expectation. The third candle reminds us that
Advent is a time to prepare for the Lord in heart, soul and mind. The fourth candle reminds
us that the One we wait for, and prepare for is Jesus Christ, who is Emmanuel, meaning
God with us. Tonight we light the last candle, the Christ candle. This candle reminds us
that we are to proclaim the message of Christmas by celebrating what Christ has done,
and by sharing it with others. As the light from each candle fills this room, so may the Light
of Christ fill our world!
Sung response “We Wait in Hope”
CLOSING PRAYER
God in heaven, we thank you for guiding us through our Advent journey. Through waiting,
watching, preparing, and praising, we are now ready to proclaim. Help us receive the glory
of Christmas, as we celebrate and rejoice that you have come to us through the gift of
Christ, our Savior and Redeemer.
Amen.
*Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last
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day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Carol Sing
300
282
279
289†
277

The First Noel (vs 1, 2)
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (vs 1)
O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs 1, 4)
Angels We Have Heard on High
Away in a Manger

†Cherub Bells will accompany
Reading

Isaiah 9:2-7

2

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the
tramping warrior and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and He is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Hymn
*Gospel

290

Go, Tell It on the Mountain

Luke 2:1-20

1

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
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in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn. 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in
the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
The gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sermon

Pastor Bonnie Gerber

*Hymn

296 What Child Is This

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering

Hymn 270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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THE PRAYERS
This night the eternal Word of God is born in us. We pray for Christ’s light of life to take
flesh in the church, the creation, and all people of God.
(brief silence)

We bring to the manger our longing for the visible unity of the church of Jesus Christ, that
undivided it proclaims the one whose birth brings good news of glad tidings to all people.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We bring to the manger hope for the well-being of creation, that every valley be exalted
and every rough place be made plain so that every living thing may flourish. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
We bring to the manger a vision of the reign of the Prince of Peace, that the nations,
tribes, and peoples of this world will see and cherish in each other the very image of
Christ, whose scepter is mercy and whose judgment is love. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We bring to the manger concern for those who have no place to lay their heads this night
and for those who dwell in the shadow of loneliness, despair, illness, or death. We come
begging that the child for whom there was no room will open the doors of our hearts to the
needs of our neighbors and ourselves. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We bring to the manger the hopes and dreams of all the year, that with Mary and Joseph,
angels and archangels, saints and martyrs, loved ones of every time and every place, our
prayers and praises join in a common song uniting heaven and earth in a single peace.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In your outstretched arms, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,
trusting in Jesus Christ, the light and life of the world.
Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, Your will be done,
On earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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*Hymn

281 Silent Night, Holy Night! †
†Cherub Bells will accompany

Conclusion of the Service
And now, let us conclude with the Blessing and Dismissal.
*Blessing
In the quietness of this hour, in the assurance of God’s abiding love, in the joy of a child
born in Bethlehem, in the hope that we find fulfillment in him, may all the paths you walk in
be lighted with peace.
Amen.
*Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
*Hymn

Postlude

267 Joy to the World †
†Cherub Bells will accompany
Hark, the Herald Angels Sing

Hustad

LITURGIES & HYMNS REPRINTED BY PERMISSION UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES ANNUAL LICENSE NUMBER #26409

The altar flowers are given by in by Don and Sue Schregardus in celebration of their
wedding anniversary.

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO ALL
from All Saints’ staff:
Pastor Bonnie Gerber, Pastor Scott Nellis, Pastor Jeff Wise,
Arlene Belter, Gloria Bock, Lisa Brooks,
Suzy Eakin, Alex Ford, Tom Gerke,
Lauren Grangaard, Cathy Martin, Alex Mills,
Mary Nellis, Rusty Oates and Jen Shively
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Come Worship with Us
Sunday, December 26
10 a.m., Lessons & Carols, Sanctuary
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