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OUR MISSION
To give glory to God,
share the good news of
Christ, and grow in
expression of faith and
discipleship.

September 12, 2021
16th Sunday after Pentecost
Lectionary Texts:
Isaiah 50: 4-9a
James 3: 1-12
Mark 8: 27-38

KEEP UP WITH US
www.saintsonhigh.org

HOLDING FAST TO FAITH ... CONFRONTING
NEW REALITY
Here we go again...
Covid-19 has been the ongoing
nuisance that won’t go away. Of
course, medical science tells us that
it’s unlikely this virus will ever truly
‘go away,’ but we all certainly have
immense hopes that this virus’s
intensity and virulence will subside
sooner rather than later.

Pastor Scott Nellisr

Lutheran pastor and author Nadia Bolz-Weber wrote a
poignant piece about the pandemic a few weeks ago. It was
honest and vulnerable and it spoke deeply to the emotions
that many of us have felt recently. Here’s a section of what
she wrote:
“Last week a friend said it could actually be years and years of
Covid variants and various restrictions and protocols. Which
made me want to never stop slapping them.
But I wonder — what is healthier for us: to keep acting and
wishing and hoping it’s over soon and then having our hearts
broken over and over — OR — maybe just assuming it is going
to be years of this and acting accordingly. Planting gardens.
Learning to cook more stuff. Meeting more neighbors. Living the
life our dogs want us to live. Because then if it DOES end soon
or even soon-ish, we get to be overwhelmed with joy and
surprise. But if it lasts for years we are prepared (kind of) and
able to live each day to the fullest possible extent.
I am just once again aware of how much my mental health
depends on accepting reality. Not endorsing it, but accepting it.”
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I love the way Nadia phrases her feelings about
the pandemic: “Not endorsing it, but accepting
it.” As people of faith, we “accept” the realities
around us while not always “endorsing” those
realities. As people who try to faithfully love
God and also our neighbor, we live in ways that
put health and life above our own immediate
yearnings to “get back to normal.”
At All Saints, we are thankful to be at a place in
this pandemic where (God willing) our worship
gatherings and other events won’t need to be
cancelled. We are thankful for all of those who
have received a vaccination and we hope that
more people will get vaccinated in the coming
weeks. We plan our gatherings in such a way as
to provide worship and fellowship for those
who feel comfortable in-person, and we also
offer alternative ways to be a part of this
community, such as livestreams and Zoom
gatherings. And — difficult as it is at times —
we can “accept” this new way of living and

being, because we believe in a God who is
always doing “a new thing” (Isaiah 43:19). This is
our way forward.
Finally, I’d like to encourage all of us to embrace
what is called “The Stockdale Paradox” (you
should Google this concept to read its
interesting history). “The Stockdale Paradox” is
the ability to hold two opposing, but equally
true, realities at once: You must have an
unwavering faith that you will prevail in the end
and, at the same time, you must confront the
brutal facts of your current reality. This is the
‘both/and’ truth of the world in which we live.
Let us hold fast to faith while also confronting
the health crisis in front of us. Let us continue
loving our neighbor by doing our best to protect
them. Let us continue to believe that God is
truly doing “a new thing” and that this current
reality will lead to a better view of it.
God’s peace,

--Pastor Scott NeLLIS

DATES TO KNOW
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Sunday School KickOFF

Commitment Card
Sunday

Thanksgiving
Worship

September 12

Pumpkin Patch Begins
September 25

Welcome Table

October 10

November 24

Fall Festival
October 31

September 28
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MUSIC MINISTRY REFORMATION
Our Music Ministry's "New Normal"

One of the aspects of church life that required the
most modification to function this last year and a
half has been our music ministry. We went
completely online with both our Chancel Choir as
well as our Handbell Choir, including virtual
meetings and rehearsals. Video projects such as A
Mighty Fortress, Praise to the Lord, and Keeping
Hope came from this time of change. As we move
forward through this pandemic and adjust to our
“new normal,” we continue to adapt and
reconstruct our programs to keep our members
safe and provide the best possible experience.

The Cherub Bell Choir will also be resuming this
week, and will be working through changes as
well. All of the children will be wearing masks
while playing and will continue to distance while
rehearsing. The choir will be playing in the
traditional service on the first Sunday of every
month starting in October.

The largest change that our music ministry
program will be undergoing is the restructuring of
staff. The two positions that will be dissolved for
the upcoming year will be the Joy! Director
position and the Assistant Organist position.
“Our new normal for Chancel Choir is that we
These positions are being eliminated to make
rehearse in the Sanctuary to maintain appropriate
room for the new Assistant Director of Music
distance. The choir will be singing masked, at this
Ministry position and the restructured Organist
time. We will be incorporating recorded anthems and position. The Assistant Director of Music Ministry
virtual choir anthems in the services in addition to
will aid the Director of Music Ministry by assisting
our in-person work. We hope to be able to maintain
with the directing of rehearsals, music selection,
engagement of all of our members meeting them at
and the development for the Children’s Choirs to
their comfort level. Rusty and I are also opening up a be restarted in the coming years. The Organist
‘recording studio’ for members who are unable to
position will essentially absorb all duties of the
record at home. Adult Bell Choir will be rehearsing in Assistant Organist, which makes room for the
the sanctuary on Thursdays to make sure that
adjusted Accompanist position, who’s main
multiple groups are not using the space back to
responsibility will be that of accompanying the
back. They will be spaced to accommodate social
All Saints Choirs. These positional additions,
distancing. The details of their setup on a Sunday
eliminations, and alterations are being made in
morning are still being ironed-out but we hope to be hopes to create a more efficient, engaging, and
able to ring in worship this season.
exceptional choir experience.
Rusty and I are forming an ensemble which will be a
constant rotation of singers in a smaller group. They
will rehearse on Sundays, during one of the worship
services, in the choir room as they will be able to
better distance themselves in the space provided
than the full choir.” - Lauren Grangaard, Director of
Music Ministry
Chancel Choir rehearsing for the 2021-22 season
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It’s hard to imagine that a little over 18 months
ago, the idea of a hybrid church, or even just live
streaming worship, was not something the
church as a whole was thinking about. It
certainly existed, but mostly was reserved for
the largest of churches with the deepest of
pockets. All Saints had just barely begun looking
into the investment of a live streaming setup for
worship. Then, live streaming didn’t become just
an option for worship - it became the way we
had to worship. Because of the COVID-19
pandemic, the church had to change in a rapid
way, something that doesn’t happen all that
often. In a way, it was a complete reimagination
of how a church is supposed to function. To
some, it was comparable to the Reformation of
the 1500s sparked by Martin Luther.

Dr. Joy Schroeder, a professor at Capital
University and Trinity Lutheran Seminary, and
an expert on Reformation history, noted that
the technological integration of the church
today was similar to something utilized by the
reformers: the printing press. The printing
press had been utilized by the church, namely
to create the Gutenberg Bible, but Martin
Luther was able to better utilize the printing
press. Dr. Schroeder explained, “Gutenberg lost
money on it, because nobody wanted big,
honking, printed things, whether it was the Bible
or other things that were very expensive. Luther
mastered the pamphlet, so then people could
afford it.” Luther adopted and adapted the
technology of his time to spread the ideas of
the Reformation and the word of God.
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A NEW NORMAL
Is the Hybrid Church Here to Stay?
This isn’t all too different from how many
churches have adopted live streaming or
recording worship to share online for
those who can only view it that way. But
the way of the pamphlet didn’t stick
around forever. Eventually people wanted
to have their own Bible and listen to and
share the word with other people. We’ve
seen this in churches in the last few
months as well, as doors have once again
opened and we’ve shifted from online
churches to hybrid ones - churches that
exist as both physical, in-person
communities of faith, as well as online
communities of faith.

One of the new PTZ cameras that were installed
in the Sanctuary this Summer

When asked about the likelihood of
churches staying hybrid in the future, Dr.
Schroeder said that “it depends on the
congregation. God created us with the
ability to see, smell, touch, hear, taste. And
so I think we need communities that are
face to face.” Dr. Schroeder would go on to
explain how hybrid settings could
positively affect a church still focused on
face-to-face interactions.

A portrait of Martin Luther

“Hybrid allows an opportunity to share the
gospel with those who are homebound
and to create and build communities. If the
technology helps to build a community, I
think it’s fine. If it simply builds audiences
and superficial community, then it’s less
helpful.” Dr. Schroeder, as well as
Seminarian Jamie Ulrich of Trinity
Lutheran Seminary, also spoke of how a
hybrid format can make a church more
efficient behind the scenes. “This could
change how you do council meetings.
Maybe you don’t have people come
straight to the church after a long day of
work and a busy commute,” said Dr.
Schroeder. Jamie Ulrich said “Due to the
pandemic, we were challenged to come up
with new, inventive ways to ‘do church,’
and I think that sort of creativity is exactly
what's been needed in our churches for a
long time. Thanks to Zoom, for example,
council and committee meetings can be
done from the comfort of our own homes,
and, oftentimes, those meetings are much
more efficient than they might otherwise
be in person.”
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A NEW NORMAL
Is the Hybrid Church Here to Stay?
When asked if she thought the hybrid
format of the church should continue
after the pandemic was over, Samantha
DiBiaso, a Master of Divinity student at
Trinity Lutheran Seminary had this to say:
“I think that not only will church being
online/hybrid stick, I think that it is the
church's responsibility to do so. There is no
going back to ‘normal’ or like the way things
used to be. Going back to ‘normal’ almost
ignores the trauma of the pandemic. The
church needs to be the place where we are
honest about the effects of the pandemic
and adapt based on the needs of the people.
We must incorporate hybrid options in order
to protect the physical, mental, and spiritual
health of all people. If we are to believe we
are a resurrected church, we have to let
what was ‘normal’ die in order that new life
may happen. That means continuing to
adapt and change for the sake of the gospel
and for the sake of people's lives.”

"THERE IS NO GOING
BACK TO ‘NORMAL’
OR LIKE THE WAY
THINGS USED TO BE."
At All Saints, we look ahead with hope
and promise — a hope of resurrection
and new life emerging from all that's
been modified, hindered, and lost by this
global pandemic. We remain committed
to becoming a hybrid church, a church
that strives to meet the communal and
physical needs of our faith community,
in as many ways as possible. This will
continue to include options for both inperson and online worship and
gatherings. These changes and
innovations can often be fraught with
questions and hesitancy, but we believe
that our faith is strengthened when we
trust God in the most uncertain times.

PUMPKIN
PATCH
STARTING SEPTEMBER 25TH
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 11:30 A.M. - 7:00 P.M.
SATUDAY: 10:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.
SUNDAY: 11:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.
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FINANCE REPORT
For the Month of July
July offering came in at 98% of
budget: $72,015 vs. $65,967. Year-todate total income came in at
approximately 98% of budget:
$569,386 vs. $581,139. In 2020, total
income received was $579,367. The
difference in income of $9,981 from
2020 to 2021 represents a decrease
of 1.7%.
July expenses came in at $89,531
which is 101% of the monthly
budgeted amount of $88,865.Year-todate total expenses came in at 94%
of budget: $547,547 vs. $580,485. In
2020, we had expenses of $511,038,
which is $36,509; 7.1% lower than
this year.

ACTUAL
BUDGET

Thank you to the members and
friends of All Saints for their
financial support of the ministries
of our church. We are grateful
for our members of All Saints and appreciate your
faithfulness and generosity in your continued financial
support of the ministries of our church.
May God Bless.
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SUMMER RECAP

Sharing a meal together at our August Welcome Table

Our youth enjoying a fun filled day at Cedar Point

Delivering school supply packs to Hilltonia Middle
School with our friends at Student Success Stores

Having a blast at our back to school kickoff!
Delivering cookies to one of our
partner's in ministry, Jacob's Porch

LOOK OUT FOR THE NEXT QUARTERLY

SaintsAlive!
Coming December 2021
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